
CONNONWEALTX OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMNISSION 

In the Matter of: 

KENTUCKY UTILITIES COMPANY 

AND 

SOUTH CENTRAL RURAL TELEPHONE 
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION 

ALLEGED FAILURE TO COMPLY 
WITH COMMISSION REGULATIONS 

CASE NO. 
90-257 
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ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

Kentucky Utilities Company ("KU"), a Kentucky corporation 

engaged in the distribution of electricity to the public for 

light, heat, power, and other uses, is a utility under the 

jurisdiction of the Commission. KRS 278.010(3)(~). 

South Central Rural Telephone Cooperative Corporation ("South 

Central RTCC"), a Kentucky corporation formed under KRS 279.310 to 

279.600 engaged in the transmission over wire of messages by 

telephone for the public for compensation, is a utility under the 

jurisdiction of the Comission. KRS 278.010(3)(e) and KRS 

279.540. 

and 

KRS 278.280(2) directs the Commission to prescribe rules and 

regulatione for the performance of  services by utilities. 

Pursuant to this statutory directive, the Commission promulgated 

Commiesion Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3, which requires 

electric utilities to maintain their plants in accordance with the 



standards of the National Electrical Safety Code (1987 edition), 

and Commission Regulation 807 KAR 58061, Section 3 ,  which requires 

telephone utilities to do likewise. The Commission also 

promulgated Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:006, Section 24, which 

requires any utility, other than a natural gas utility, to submit 

a summary written report of any utility-related accident resulting 

in a serious injury within seven days of that accident. 

Commission Staff has submitted to the Commission an 

Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report dated July 19, 

1990, attached hereto as Appendix A, which alleges: 

1. On July 5, 1990, a moving van came into contact with a 

cable television conductor and communications conductor which 

overhung Washington Street in Munfordville, Kentucky. The tension 

on these conductors, once released, caused two secondary electric 

conductors to recoil and make contact with each other. This 

contact resulted in a shower of sparks and a blown transformer 

fuse. A passenger in the moving van, who claimed to be injured as 

a result of the incident, required medical treatment. 

2. At the time of the incident, the secondary electric 

conductors overhanging Washington Street, which KU owns and 

maintains, failed to comply with the minimum vertical clearance 

standards for above-ground wires and conductors as established by 

National Electrical Safety Code Rule 232C1. The communications 

conductor in question, which South Central RTCC owns and 

maintains, also failed to comply with these standards. 
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3. South Central RTCC did not submit a written summary 

report of the incident within seven days of its occurrence. 

4. KU probably violated Commission Regulation 807 WIR 

51041, Section 3, by failing to comply with the standards of the 

National Electrical Safety Code. 

5. South Central RTCC probably violated Commission 

regulation 807 KAR 51061, Section 3, by failing to comply with the 

standards of the National Electrical Safety Code. 

6. South Central RTCC probably violated Commission 

Regulation 807 KAR 5r006, Section 24, by failing to file a written 

summary report of the incident within seven days of the incident. 

WHEREFORE, the Commission, on its own motion, HEREBY ORDERS 

that: 

1. KU and South Central RTCC shall each submit to the 

Commission a written response to the allegations contained in the 

Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report within 20 days of 

the date of this Order. 

2. KU and South Central RTCC shall appear on October 1, 

1990 at 10800 a.m., Eastern Daylight Time, in Hearing Room 1 of 

the Commiesion's office8 at 730 Schenkel Lane, Frankfort, 

Kentucky, for the purposes of presenting evidence concerning the 

incident which is the subject of the Electrical Utility Accident 

Investigation Report, specifically the alleged violations of the 

Commission Regulations 807 KAR 5~006, Section 24, 807 KAR 51041, 

Section 3, and 807 KAR 51061, Section 3, and of showing cause, if 

any they can, why they should not be subject to the penalties of 
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KRS 278.990 for their alleged failure to comply with Cornmireion 

Regulation.. 

3. The Electrical Utility Accident Inveatigation Report 

dated July 19, 1990 i e  hereby made a part of the record of thin 

case. 

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 17th day of S e p t d e ,  1990. 

A 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMNISSION 

ATTEST x 



APPENDIX A 

COMNISSION I N  CASE NO. 90-257 
APPENDIX TO AN ORDER OF THE KENTUCKY PUBLIC SERVICE 

DATED 9/17/90 

ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 

DATE OF THIS REPORT 7/19/90 SWWITTED BY Jamra R. Johnson 

"E OF UTILITY Kentucky Utilitiau ComDany 

ACCIDENT REPORTED BY Mr. Brian Dlckay 

DATE C T I W  OTILITY LEARNED OF ACCIDENT 11145 A.M. 7/5/90 

DATE L T I M  ACCIDm REPORTED 7/6/90 10147 A.M. 

DATE AND TIME ACCIDSNT OCCURRED 7/5/90 aDDCOXhat.lY U t 4 0  A.M. 

DATE OF ACCIDENT INVMTICATXON 7/6/90 

DATE SUMMARY WRITTKN RSPORT W A S  RECEIVED UTILITY 7/6/90 

PERBONS ABSISTINO IN TE8 INvgSTIaATION Mr. Miko Eaitridgo, RU and 

Ma. Martha Morton, PSC Staff. 

~~ 

"E OF VICTIN(8) 1. Mike Blanton SEX M M E  25 
FATAL NO NAI(E O? EMPLOYER: A. Arnold L Son 

INJURIES Complained of numbnerr in face and faat and tightnemr 

AGE - - 3. 

FATAL #Ant or EMPLOYW: 
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ELKCTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION (C0ntinu.d) 

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE 700 Block of Washington Street, Munford- 

ville, Kentucky. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT Truck moving furniture came into contact 

with telephone and TV cable puttinq tension on the wire8 and ~oles. 

When the cables slipped off the truck the tension was released on the 

telephone and TV cable cauainq the secondary conductors to recoil 

and make contact resultinq in a shower of SDarkS and a blown trans- 

former fuse. Mr. Blanton claimed he wan shocked while sitting in 

the truck cab. 

SOORCE OF INPORWATION KO accident report. 

PROBABLE VIOLATIONS OF COIU(1SSION REDULATIONS 807 KAR 5:061 Section 

3(1), Inadequate vertical clearance over road by communicationr con- 

ductors N.E.S.C. Table 232-1. 807 KAR 51041 Section 3(1), Inadeauate 

vertical clearance over road by electric aupplv line, 0 to 750V 

N.E.S.C. Table 232-1. Failure of South Central RTCC to provide a 

summary written report as reauired by 807 KAR 51006 Section 24. 

RECOMMENDATIONS That KU, South Central RTCC and Multi-Vision recon- 

struct their facilities to meet the minimum vertical clearance over a 

roadway a8 reauired by the N.E.S.C. Table 232-1. It is alro recom- 

mended that the Commission consider action pursuant to KRS 278.990 

for the failure of KU and South Central RTCC to comply with Comisrion 

regulations. 
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CORRecTIVE ACTION 
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LINE 

Phase conductor to ground l2OV 20' 9n 
elevation: l2OV 19' 3 1/2" 18' 

Neutral conductor to ground 
elevation: 25' 18' 

Communication conductors to 
ground elevation: 14' 4" 18' 

Phase conductor to structure: N/A N/A 

Neutral conductor to structure: N/A N/A 

Communication conductor to 
Structure: N/A N/A 

8.  AT LOWEST POINT OF SPAN 
7r200V 24' 11" 20' ................................. 

Phase conductor to ground l20V 18' 10" 
elevation: 120v 17' 3" 18' 

Neutral conductor to ground 
elevation: 19' 10" 18' 

Communication conductor to TV 12' 8 1/2" 
ground elevation: Tel. 12' 3" 18' 

C. SPAN LENGTB 238' 

Date the line or facilitiem were constructed: 1961 

Utility: Kentucky Utilities Company 

Date: 7/6/90 Time 3:30 P.M. 

Approximate temperature: 90 Degrees F 

Measurements made by; James R. Johnson 

Submitted by : 
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Utility Companies 

Kentucky Utilities Company 
Primary - Single Phare 7,200 V 
Secondary - 120-240 V 

South Central Rural Telephone Cooporative 
25 Dr. 
6 M: Strand 

Multi-Vimion 
P.O. Box 59 
Edmonton, Kentucky 42129 
Jackie Kingrey 
1-800-862-0211 

Truck Owner 

A. Arnold L Son 
2800 8 .  Wilmon Road 
Elizabethtown, Kentucky 
(502)  737-1008 

Mailing Addremr 
P.O. BOX 010 
Radcliff, Kentucky 40159-0848 
Attn: MI. Kim Maron 

Truck 
1978 International Harvester Corp. 
24 feet long, 13 feet high 
Company Number 96 
Licenme Number 9EA163 

OccuDantr of Truck 

Mr. Gary Jonem - Drivor 
Mr. Mike Blanton 
Mr. Steve D. Williams 
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P. S. C. EMERGENCY REPORT FORM 

DATE ~ U L Y  b; 1990 TINE 10:47 

COMPANY K F ~ U C C Y  UTll I T I C 3  

PERSON MAKING CALL, NAME h h )  DiC*cV 

TITLE 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 60 G a s s  - a100 
,OCATION OF OCCURRENCE Hoaac Cnvc KCCUT RC L Y 

TIME OF OCCURRENCE LTUbV s 1 0 e&rU I - s m w  
I 

DESCRIPTION OF OCCURRENCE: DEATHS : YES NO 

INJURIES: YES H NO 

ESTIMATED COST OF DAMAGE 8 

4 
CAUSE AND DESCRIPTION A mewt%ven f A .  Apnrld 4 Smbl) a* PMCk .L [Ow 

a 
r a h l t + y  w i r r e  f I ~ ~ p ? * d  ~hh r a u  ed 

cfaled b v w  f l  &v h*'l* 

1:0r)n 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS TAKEN Mr. blckey plana +e 1 8 .  Q . b~ /h* 

TIME OF RESUMPTION OF NORMAL SERVICE 

SIGNED 

TITLE 

1 9 2 2 -  
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.. 

Ser. replacad 
I d l r  rrr. rrmovrd 
Sir. r r l o c r t r d  
Sir. r r r rgg rd  
Ssr .  trimmrd 

PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE MRX SHEET 6 REPORT 

-- - -- 
7- 

row Ha rJ c Ca,-c ZONE A SEGUCNT E 
SERVICE TECH. SI / <  P d W  L( DATE S- 9- 96 HOURS W o r n  4 
INSPECTION AND REPAIR PROCEDURES8 Perform r thorough v r l k l n a  i n r p r c t i o n  of- 

Pole8 r rp l rcud  
P o h a  t o  br a r t  

Down guy@ t iuh t rnad  
Down guy 8uar {II 
Anchors raplabed 
UC AIIC. ryra r r p r i r r d  
Ceound vir. rrpuirrd 
P r i .  #pans trimmed 
Lpt .  rrr. 6 c u t o u t r  
Tra!ir, hadm c l r r r r d  
O t h i r  p r i .  r e p a i r s  

Tranr .  l o rd  chrckr  
Padmount t r r n r .  h a p .  
Trrna.  r rp l rcod  

C C O l r 4 m l  rQpt9Cad 

\-- p R 

- 
- r-r c 

sac. r.lr880d 
SIC. r r p l r c r d  
Sac. t r i m r d  
Sac. voltagr chrckr  
* rn gurrdr  inrt. 
Mxn, v e r t .  clrarrnco 
Tal 6 t .v .  clrrranca 

Connactionr rapa i rad  I I I 
Hourr knobr r r p l r c r d  I 
Hrtrr basrr r r p r i r r d  
Hrtrr baror r r p l r c a d  
Mrtrrr raplacod 

S t .  l g t r / C O L  t r i m o d  
S t .  lgto/COL r r p r i r o d  

R/W Encr. r r p o r t r d  
Linar p a t r o l l a d  



I .. 
I 

Ser. resaggild 
Ser. c r i m o d  
Connactionr r rpa i r ed  
Hour. knobr replacad 

PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE WRK SHEET & REPORT 

-- -- 
L- 
--’ 
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Macer banes repa i rad  

Maters roplacad 

S t .  lgts/COL trinmud 
S t .  lgts/COL rapa i rad  

Macer boras rap1AC.d 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

1 
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